
Return to School 
Handbook 



This handbook sets out Stowe’s COVID-19 mitigation 
strategies which will be in place for the 2020-21 
academic school year and has been updated for Lent 
Term 2021. We are regularly reviewing the most up-to-
date guidance issued by the UK Government, the 
Department for Education and the NHS and continue to 
be advised by Brackley Medical Centre, the School 
Medical Officer, Dr Victoria Morrell, Senior Nurses (who 
have been working throughout lockdown in the NHS), 
the Boarding Schools’ Association, Headmasters’ 
Conference and other schools, both in the UK and 
internationally which belong to the G30 group (G30 
schools). The document should be read in conjunction 
with the School’s Covid Risk Assessment. 

As ever, our first priority must be to keep pupils, Staff and 
visitors safe. This priority far outweighs any other 
consideration. We must minimise any risk to health and 
maximum educational benefit. The full UK Government 
guidance is here. We are updating our own risk assessments 
to synchronise with government guidance and we will seek to 
eliminate or reduce risk wherever possible. While we 
acknowledge that it will be challenging to enforce physical 
distancing between pupils, Stowe has the advantage of having 
ample outdoor space, well-appointed classrooms and large, 
well-ventilated Houses. Stowe is one of the best possible 
settings in which to face this challenge. 

The second priority is to continue to provide a first-class 
education to each pupil in the School. 

In order to achieve this, we have made a number of 
modifications to the School site and daily routines and we will 
continue to be flexible and adapt as the medical, scientific and 
government advice changes and evolves. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Anthony Wallersteiner 
Head 

http://www.g30schools.org/
http://www.g30schools.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


UK Government advice for  
educational establishments 
 
 

Prevention: 
 
 Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell 

by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in 
their household who does, do not attend school 

 
 Wash hands thoroughly and more often than 

usual 
 
 Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting 

the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
 
 Introduce enhanced cleaning of frequently 

touched surfaces, using standard products such 
as detergents and bleach 

 
 Minimise contact between individuals and 

maintain social distancing wherever possible 
 
 Where necessary, wear appropriate Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) 
 

 
Response to any infection: 
 
 Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 
 
 Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus  

(COVID-19) amongst the School community 
 
 Contain any outbreak by following local health 

protection team advice 



A summary of some of the  
most important changes at 
Stowe: 

HYGIENE CONTROLS 

 Signage to promote regular hand washing for 20 seconds 
 Extra sanitiser dispensers have been installed across the 

site in classrooms and at the entrances to buildings 
 All pupils to carry their own sanitisers which are available 

in the School Shop 
 Ensure good respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it) 
 The usual 24 hour medical cover 

SANITISING CONTROLS 

 Enhanced deep cleaning and disinfection of the premises, 
using Purozo Trilogy System which deploys an anti-
microbial shield that kills viruses and bacteria for up to 
15 days 

 Disinfection wands used in key areas 
 Implementation of increased sanitising of frequently 

touched surfaces e.g. Ensure good respiratory hygiene 
(catch it, bin it, kill it) 

 The usual 24 hour medical cover 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 The creation of year group bubbles as advised by the DfE 
 Appropriate social distancing throughout the School  
 Spacing markers in busy areas 
 One-way systems introduced  
 Limit large gatherings with some assemblies broadcast to 

Houses  
 ‘COVID capacity’ class sizes  
 Adjust House protocols; create separate discrete zones in 

Houses, based around shared facilities  

https://purozo.co.uk


ADMIN CONTROLS 

 Risk Assessments carried out for all aspects of school life 
addressing risks associated with COVID-19. 

 If a suspected case of COVID-19 is confirmed we will 
contact Public Health England; PHE will then complete a 
Risk Assessment and determine contact tracing. 

 We have changed the provider of the School’s Medical 
Services to the Brackley Medical Centre 

 Extra pastoral care recognising the impact of months out 
of School 

 Amended games programme in line with protocols 
published by the governing body of each sport 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 Risk Assessments carried out for the use of PPE 
 Access to face coverings and implementation of 

government policy for wearing facemasks 
 All pupils to return with at least five named, washable 

face coverings 
 Face coverings are available in the School Shop  
 Increased use of PPE in key areas – catering, Medical 

Centre etc. 

STRUCTURAL CONTROLS 

 COVID-19 ‘Hot’ section in the Medical Centre 
 Daily temperature checks and screening at the security 

gate 
 A number of ‘one-way’ routes to allow easy movement 
 Signage to support all measures to keep our community 

safe 
 Enhanced food service protocols through staggered meal 

times 
 Changes to the servery to avoid cross-contamination 
 No face-to-face desks in classrooms 
 Medical Centre HOT (COVID-19) isolation wing for any-

one suspected of having COVID-19 
 Ensure good respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it) 

The cornerstone of our Return to School Plan is that each individual is responsible for 
controlling the spread of the virus and we all have a duty to protect ourselves and 
protect others. Everyone must observe social distancing and hygiene protocols, 
staying at least a metre away from people not in their “bubble”, washing hands 
regularly and wearing face coverings in enclosed spaces. The government has not yet 
made the wearing of face coverings in classrooms mandatory, but this measure will 
be taken if the transmission rate of the virus rises.  
 
We hope the changes set out in this Handbook will be temporary. The Handbook sets 
out our shared responsibility to follow government guidance as we navigate our way 
through these difficult times. 



Section One: Quick Links 
Below are useful external links and internal contact details. The first point of call for 
parents should always be the Houseparents of their children.  

 
Government and External Links: 
UK government COVID-19 information and guidance 

COVID-19 testing: booking a test 

Public Health England 

NHS England 

Mind 

World Health Organisation 

 

Stowe School Contacts: 

The Head      awallersteiner@stowe.co.uk 

Senior Deputy Head    mwellington@stowe.co.uk 

Deputy Head Academic   jpotter@stowe.co.uk  

Deputy Head Pastoral                lcopley@stowe.co.uk 

Designated Safeguarding Lead  mrickner@stowe.co.uk 

Director of Finance    mgreaves@stowe.co.uk   

Director of Operations   mkerrigan@stowe.uk  

Director of Marketing & Admissions  troddy@stowe.co.uk  

ICT support     support@stowe.co.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.england.nhs.uk/homepage/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
mailto:awallesteiner@stowe.co.uk
mailto:mwellington@stowe.co.uk
mailto:jpotter@stowe.co.uk
mailto:lcopley@stowe.co.uk
mailto:mrickner@stowe.co.uk
mailto:mkerrigan@stowe.uk
mailto:troddy@stowe.co.uk


Section Two:  
The School Site 
A wide range of measures will be in 
place to ensure that everyone – pupils, 
Staff and visitors – understand and 
follow the expectations of the School. 
 
 

Information and training  
Everyone at Stowe will receive this 
Handbook. Staff and pupils will be given 
suitable training at the start of term. 
Pupils will be given precise instructions 
by Houseparents in the first House 
meeting of term. 
 

Reminders  
Signs and reminders will be in place 
around the School site and in Boarding 
and Day Houses. They have been 
designed and positioned to make the 
School as safe as possible and to help 
everyone form good, healthy habits. 
 

Principles  
There are several key principles which 
the UK Government has set out for when 
people leave their homes or households. 
These include: Keeping distance from 
people outside the household; Keeping 
hands and face as clean as possible; 
Avoiding face-to-face contact; Avoiding 
crowds; Avoiding unnecessary travel; 
Keeping indoor places well-ventilated; 
Face coverings do not replace social 
distancing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning   
Additional cleaning routines are in place, 
Risk Assessments have been written and 
appropriate cleaning products have been 
carefully chosen. Enhanced deep 
cleaning and disinfection of the premises 
will take place in partnership with Purozo 
UK. We are using the Purozo Trilogy 
System which deploys an anti-microbial 
shield that kills viruses, bacteria and 
germs for up to 15 days. Disinfectant 
wands will be used in key areas such as 
the Dining Room and Medical Centre to 
reduce the threat of a viral infection 
spreading. There will be enhanced 
cleaning of frequently used spaces/
equipment/items such as key pads and 
door handles. Clear protocols are in 
place should any area require a swift 
deep clean due to a possible or 
confirmed COVID-19 case and cleaning 
staff will work in specific areas instead of 
across the entire site. 
 

Distancing  
In every area of School life, changes 
have been made to enable increased 
social distancing. This includes 
monitoring class sizes; all desks facing 
forwards; ensuring 2m is maintained 
between Staff and pupils (instead of the 
recommended one metre for people not 
in the same household); markings and 
signage around the site remind pupils 
and Staff to maintain distance; each 
House will operate as an individual 
bubble; large gatherings/assemblies will 
take place remotely or in smaller groups 
until government guidance has changed. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-outside-your-home
https://purozo.co.uk/
https://purozo.co.uk/


Bubbles 
Stowe will minimise contact and mixing between pupils by 
following government advice to create year group bubbles. 
Year group bubbles have been created to enable schools to 
deliver the full range of curriculum subjects and to facilitate 
the extra-curricular programme. We will do everything possible 
to minimise contacts and mixing while delivering a full 
educational programme. Maintaining distinct groups or 
‘bubbles’ makes it easier to identify pupils who will need to self
-isolate if we have an outbreak of COVID-19. Smaller groups 
will also facilitate contact tracing. 
 
 
Hand Hygiene  
Sinks and additional hand-washing stations are available 
around the School to facilitate regular hand-washing, following 
the government directives. This is in addition to the installation 
of hand sanitiser dispensers in key areas and in every 
classroom. Good hand hygiene is seen as the single most 
important and effective way of stopping the spread of the 
virus. All pupils must bring their own hand sanitiser which they 
must have with them at all times (there will be 
checks). Hand sanitisers and refills w ill be available in 
the School Shop.  
 
 
Face Coverings 
All pupils have been asked to return to school with five named 
reusable face coverings which should be plain in pattern and 
colour. These are also now available in the School Shop. Face 
coverings must be worn in the academic area up until 15:00 
and the main mansion. (The academic area is identified on the 
map below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone must wear a face covering on UK public transport 
and we will insist on face masks being worn on school 
transport. Pupils and staff should wash their hands before 
putting on and taking off face masks, avoid touching the 
mask, using the straps to put on and remove the mask/
covering. WHO guidance on how to put on, use, take off and 
dispose of a mask can be found here. 

The School is providing face masks for all staff and is also 
providing visors for those who wish to have additional 
protection.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-information-campaign-focuses-on-handwashing
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks


Medical Centre 
The School Medical Officer, Dr Victoria Morrell, is supported by 
Dr Philip Stevens and Dr Mary Hollands. Working with our 
Senior Nurses, they will advise the School on best practice and 
ensure that our Medical Centre continues to provide excellent 
medical and health care to the pupils.  
 
We have separated the Medical Centre into a COVID-19 HOT 
zone and a COLD zone and created a new separate reception 
area for those with COVID symptoms. The new space has 
enabled us to create a COVID-19-free ‘Cold zone’ to deal with 
routine day-to-day illnesses and injuries. 
 
In the enhanced Medical Centre, a ‘Hot zone’ exists to care for 
any pupil who tests positive for COVID-19 and cannot return 
home. This zone will have beds, work spaces, toilets and 
showers which are all completely separate from pupils 
accessing the Medical Centre for other reasons. 
 
We will follow a ‘Phone First’ process: when a pupil is feeling 
unwell, he/she will first go to his/her Matron. If the pupil 
displays COVID-19 symptoms, the Matron will phone the 
Medical Centre and a qualified member of Staff from the 
Medical Centre will receive the pupil in the HOT zone. All 
pupils with possible COVID-19 symptoms should be collected 
by their parents or guardian who are expected to arrange for a 
COVID-19 test to be carried out and supervise 14 days of 
isolation at home. For some Boarders this may not be feasible 
and they may be isolated in the Medical Centre for 10 days. If 
a pupil tests positive for COVID-19, we would assess the need 
to quarantine pupils in the infected pupil’s contact bubble. 
Public Health England will immediately be involved should a 
test come back positive. 
 

Temperature checks  
Boarding Staff will use thermal equipment to take the 
temperature of Boarders in the morning if required. If a pupil 
has a raised temperature, he/she will be taken to the ‘Hot 
zone’ for further assessment and possible self-isolation and 
testing.  
 
 



Close Contact 
In accordance with government 
guidance, each educational setting must 
identify the appropriate group to self-
isolate in the event of a pupil showing 
symptoms of Covid-19 whether in a 
single or multi-occupancy room. 
Decisions will be taken with the advice of 
our school Medical Officer and PHE, 
following the most up-to-date 
government guidance. The groups 
affected are likely to include those 
sharing a room; the year group house 
bubble; individuals identified through 
contact tracing. 
 

Signage  
Our Health and Safety Manager has 
reviewed the movement of pupils  
around the School: some staircases  
have been designated ‘up only’ or ‘down 
only’; a small number of corridors will 
now operate a one-way system with 
everyone expected to ‘keep left’.  
These routes will be clearly marked  
and pupils will receive appropriate 
guidance. 
 

Doors 
Where appropriate, doors will be 
propped open to avoid widespread 
touching of handles and to ensure good 
ventilation of rooms and spaces. The 
School Fire Officer has conducted a 
review to check compliance with current 
fire procedures and regulations, to 
decide which doors can be kept open 
and which doors must remain closed. 
 

Respiratory Hygiene 
In addition to the comprehensive 
measures encouraging correct hand 
hygiene, reminders are posted around 
the school to encourage correct 
respiratory hygiene, namely the 
encouragement to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 
in relation to coughs and sneezes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Risk Assessments 
As part of normal School operations, the 
School site is risk-assessed on a regular 
basis. Risk Assessments have been 
updated to consider the impact of COVID
-19 and a Risk Assessment has been 
prepared specifically for COVID-19. 
 

Lavatories 
All lavatories and washing facilities are 
cleaned regularly, including during the 
School day. The cleaning regime will 
incorporate the Purozo Trilogy System. 
In Boarding Houses, pupils are allocated 
a specific washroom by year group. 
Some houses will need to have two year 
groups sharing a bathroom 
(Houseparents will advise pupils at the 
start of term). 
 

Security  
The security of the School remains a very 
high priority and we have a 24-hour 
security team. The risk of using key pads 
has been assessed and security key pads 
remain at key access points so that site 
security is not compromised. A sanitiser 
dispenser will be close to each key pad 
to allow users to clean their hands after 
using a security key pad. The surfaces of 
pads will also be regularly cleaned across 
the School site. 
 

Visitors  
Our security team remain vigilant 
gatekeepers of people coming to the 
Stowe site. All visitors will be screened 
and have their temperature taken on 
arrival. A Risk Assessment has been 
completed to manage visitors to the 
School. 
 



Section Three:  
The School Day 
 

Before term begins  
Pupils are due back at School on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 at 20:00. Day 
pupils return at 08:00 on Wednesday 6th. 
If they are arriving having travelled from 
a country not on the travel corridor list 
we will need a copy of the 5 day 
quarantine COVID test (see link) which 
we will need to keep a copy of centrally. 

 

Before leaving home  
Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms, has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 
10 days or who has been advised by the 
NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate, 
must remain at home and not travel to 
School. Anyone sharing a home with 
someone who has COVID-19 symptoms 
must also remain at home, following the 
government guidance on self-isolation. 
 

Symptoms 
Parents of Day pupils are asked to check 
carefully for any symptoms before 
children leave home, including taking 
their temperature as a way of further 
reducing risk, noting that some people 
can have COVID-19 but remain 
asymptomatic. Screening will also occur 
at the security gate for all those ‘leaving 
their car’ on the School site. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Vulnerabilities 
Medical records will identify pupils who 
may be vulnerable. We ask parents to 
raise any concerns with their children’s 
Houseparents. Please inform 
Houseparents if your child lives with 
someone who is clinically vulnerable. 
This information will be held securely by 
the Medical Centre and the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Parents have 
the opportunity to discuss with their 
child’s Houseparent any particular 
questions they may have about 
procedures to reduce risk at School. 
Where appropriate, an individual Risk 
Assessment may be helpful in better 
understanding a pupil’s situation and 
how best to support them when in 
School.  
 

Public Transport  
The UK Government has encouraged 
people not to use public transport at 
certain times, although we recognise 
that this will not be possible for some 
pupils. Guidance on wearing a face 
mask/covering when using public 
transport should be followed, as well as 
washing hands thoroughly after using 
public transport. All distancing measures 
in place on public transport must be 
adhered to and the government Safer 
Travel guidance considered by those 
using all forms of transport. 
 

School Transport 
The School has taken steps to reduce 
travel on coaches, buses or public 
transport during the School day. Where 
pupils are transported by the School, 
journeys have been carefully risk 
assessed. Daily cleaning will take place 
on all the school mini-buses. Pupils are 
required to use hand sanitiser on entry 
to and exit from the bus. Masks or face 
coverings should be worn by all those 
using the School transport. Where 
possible, pupils will be sat with other 
pupils in their year group.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-test-to-release-for-international-travel?fbclid=IwAR2t3d2nvhVV-NkJz_CQ3saCUgUBvA8MZOroOaZZWby_wDBYkVGCSU4_lic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


Uniform 
The normal School uniform code applies 
during term-time and pupils are 
expected to be appropriately and smartly 
dressed. Parents should ensure that 
pupils have the specified amount of 
uniform to allow a regular cleaning 
regime. 
 

Arriving at the School  
Security will endeavour to keep a steady 
flow through the gate. On approaching 
the security gate, everyone should 
prepare for the screening process. The 
exit at busy times will be down Queen’s 
Drive. Anyone with a high temperature 
will be directed to the Science Block car 
park where a second temperature check 
will be taken. If the temperature is still 
high, a pupil will be directed to the 
Medical Centre or sent home. Note:  
hand sanitisers are widely available in 
buildings and in every classroom and pop
-up hand-washing stations have been 
installed around the School. 
 

Boarding - Bedrooms 
Where possible numbers allocated to 
rooms will be kept to a minimum. 
Boarders will be housed on a corridor 
with their year group which will form 
their bubble. They must socially distance 
from those outside their bubble. 
 

Bathrooms 
Pupils will be grouped into year group 
‘bubbles’ and each group will be 
allocated a designated bathroom. They 
must use only their designated bathroom 
and no other. Additional cleaning will 
take place throughout each Boarding 
House during the School day, notably in 
bathrooms, toilets and shared areas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals 
The length of time allocated to all meals 
has been extended. All meals will be run 
on a strict rota basis with slots allocated 
to year group bubbles. Pupils will have 
the rota explained to them at the start of 
term. Cutlery will be individually set out 
and food will be served in the refectory. 
Hand hygiene controls will be in place, 
ensuring pupils clean their hands before 
and after eating. Staff supervision of 
each area will be in place to ensure that 
hygiene measures are observed. Pupils 
are asked to bring their own cutlery and 
tableware for use in the House kitchen 
and should keep these clean in their 
room. 
 

Start of the Day - Stance 
All pupils will have stance at 8.00am as 
usual in their Common Rooms or a larger 
alternative venue if required. They will 
group in their year group bubbles, but 
socially distant from others. 
 

House Tutor Time 
Tutor groups will be as normal. 
 

Assemblies 
Any large gatherings will be strictly Risk 
Assessed. Chapel and assembly will take 
place, but separated by Junior and 
Senior (those not in the service will 
attend remotely in the house common 
rooms). The year group bubbles will be 
seated separately using different 
entrances to chapel and face masks will 
be worn throughout. 

 

Classes/Lessons 
See Section Four: Academic. 
 

Breaks 
Breaks remain the same time. Extra 
appliances have been placed in the 
kitchens to limit repeated multiple 
contact. Snacks will also be distributed 
by Matrons from the common room.   
 

Exeats & Half Term 
Each House will remain open over the 
exeat period if parents would like to keep 
their children at Stowe. We will also 
repeat the successful ‘Staycation’ over 
the half term period if required. Please 
see the email from The Head with 
regards to these options. 

 

 



Sport/Activities 
A wide range of co-curricular activities 
will take place during the School day, 
with some adaptations made. Each 
activity or sport is being individually  
risk-assessed within the context of the 
government and governing body 
guidance and within our firm 
commitment to keep everyone safe. We 
will continue to keep under review the 
provision relating to all sports, fixtures 
and Inter-House events and will follow 
government guidance. 
 

Prep 
Prep will continue to do be done in pupil 
rooms in House or (for certain year 
groups) in a supervised classroom. 
When in a supervised session, pupils will 
be allocated to a specific desk in a 
specific room. The same protocols as for 
all academic lessons (e.g. use of 
sanitiser on entry to the classroom) will 
be followed. 
 

Activities/Social Events  
The intention is to continue to provide a 
wide range of activities for all pupils. 
The groups of pupils taking part in each 
activity will be controlled both in terms 
of number of participants and in relation 
to which pupils take part and with 
whom, reducing the risk of widespread 
or unregulated contact by the use of 
bubbles. We anticipate being able to 
host a range of social events and 
activities within the bubbles restriction. 
The range of off-site activities may be 
reduced to lessen travel outside of the 
School.  
 
In free time, pupils must follow a code 
of conduct to reduce the risk and will be 
allocated social areas by year group. In 
addition to the normal pupil behaviour 
codes, the additional measures include: 
wearing a face covering when in busy 
areas, such as a shop; observing all 
social distancing requirements outside 
their bubble; using hand sanitiser when 
out and about; washing hands with hot 
water and soap at the first possible 
opportunity. 
 
 

Well-being 
Just as in a ‘normal’ academic year, the 
well-being of our pupils is of paramount 
importance. Through the House and 
Tutor system, a variety of resources and 
means of support are highlighted to the 
pupils, including: the opportunity to 
speak with their Tutor, Houseparent, 
Matron, Nurse, Head of Year, Chaplain, 
School Counsellors, Peer Mentor and  
Independent Listener. 

 
Personal Social Health 
Economic Education 
(PSHEE)  
A full programme of PSHEE seminars 
and events will continue to run in order 
to provide support and education to 
pupils in Tutor and year groups 

 
 



Section Four:  
Academic Life 
 
Year group bubbles allow us to maintain our normal timetable. 
Consideration has been given to classroom sizes. The ‘COVID-
capacity’ of each room and space has been assessed in order 
to establish their optimum capacity. If government guidance 
on year group bubbles changes, classes will be sub-divided 
into smaller groups and each group will attend some lessons 
virtually from their studies/bedrooms on a rotation basis: for 
example, a pupil might attend the class physically twice a 
week and have one lesson per week where they are attending 
via Teams. We are fortunate to have a number of larger 
spaces where it is possible to maintain social distancing with 
slightly larger groups or activities.  
 

Classrooms 
Each classroom has been adapted in the following ways to 
make them as safe as possible for pupils and Staff: 
 
2m distancing between teachers and pupils in classrooms 
No face-to-face contact: all desks are forward-facing to 
maintain social distancing. 
 
Hand Hygiene: Every classroom has a hand sanitiser 
dispenser near its entrance. All pupils and Staff must clean 
their hands thoroughly when entering a room. 
 
Cleaning Kit: Each room contains a cleaning k it, 
allowing each pupil and teacher to wipe down desks and chairs 
with an anti-bacterial wipe at the start and end of each lesson. 
 
Seating Plans: Strict seating plans w ill be in place in 
every class and room in order to avoid any sharing of desks/
chairs and to enable quick tracing of any ‘close contacts’ in the 
event that a pupil or Staff member develops COVID-19 
symptoms. 
 
Remote Learning: Each room w ill have a camera in 
place to enable pupils working from home (for example in self-
isolation) or from Boarding Houses to join the lesson via 
Teams. 
 
Ventilation: Each room w ill have w indows and, where 
fire regulations permit, doors open to maximise the ventilation 
of that space. 

 

 



Curriculum  
The curriculum will run entirely ‘as normal’, with academic 
lessons, APG grades, assessments and reports all taking place 
as usual. Tasks and prep will be assigned through the VLE so 
that all pupils will have easy online access to work set and 
feedback given. Music and drama lessons will take place with 
additional hygiene and distancing measures. 
 

ICT 
Every pupil will be expected to bring a laptop or iPad to School 
to enable them to access electronic files, OneNote classbooks 
and online text books. 
 

Library 
The Library will remain open with modifications: more 
distanced seating and changed protocols around the 
management of books. A different returns system will enable 
the safe cleaning and management of all returned books. 
Pupils will also be encouraged to make full use of the Library’s 
extensive online provisions and resources. 
 

Stowe Distance Learning Programme 
(SDLP) 
We are conscious that some pupils cannot yet return to Stowe 
or will find they have to self-isolate for a short period. The 
SDLP will continue to be available to maintain their Stowe 
education. Those pupils will be able to access all resources 
and tasks through the VLE, lessons will be available through 
Teams, a peer buddy in each class will be allocated and Tutors 
and Houseparents will continue to offer pastoral support. 



Section Five: Visitors 
The School is committed to providing a safe environment for 
those who visit the School site.  
 

General Principles for All Visitors  
All visits should, wherever possible, be by appointment only so 
that routines can be observed and Risk Assessments followed. 
Anyone visiting the School should stay away from school if 
symptomatic with any COVID-19 symptoms, and/or if a 
member of their household is symptomatic, or if they have 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the previous 7 days, or if they 
have been advised by the NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate. 
Depending on what travel the UK government permits, visitors 
may also be required to declare any recent travel abroad. Each 
visitor will be screened at the security gate. 
 
All visitors must go to the School Reception to follow the 
required hand hygiene, to sign-in, and to complete their 
declaration relating to COVID-19 symptoms and travel. 
 
Visitors need to comply with the restrictions applicable in their 
home tier and only travel to Stowe if it is permitted in their 
home region. 

 

Parental Visits (Current Parents)  
Parents should let Security know when they arrive and the 
purpose of their visit. They will be advised where to park and 
where to meet the person they are visiting. Parents wanting to 
see their child at Stowe should liaise with their child's 
Houseparents. We will do our best to facilitate visits while 
operating within government guidelines.  
 
Specific information about school events and functions will be 
given in advance of each event and in accordance with the 
government guidance and our own Risk Assessment. 
 



We want our School community to feel safe 
and confident about living and learning at 

Stowe. We recognise that guidance to tackle 
COVID-19 is constantly evolving and we will 

continue to adapt our strategies.  

Stowe School, Stowe, Buckingham MK18 5EH 

enquiries@stowe.co.uk  +44 (0)1280 818000 stowe.co.uk 


